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Boswell caused to be published in the London Magazine
for March 1772 a succinct appreciation of Gray by
Temple which Mason himself used, and which Johnson
adapted/ This and his revision of Boswell's **Tour in
Corsica >f will do more to preserve Temple's name from
oblivion than any of the writings under his own name.f
His letters to Boswell (which may possibly ait some future
date be rescued) should prove interesting. They must
have had a decided knack of eliciting confidences. We
may owe a good deal to the man to whom Bozzy con-
fided his deliberate judgment of Gibbon as ** an ugly,
affected, disgusting fellow who poisons our literary
club to me," his conviction of Hawkins's malevolence
("Ol'strrve how he talks of me as quite unknown11) and
his explanation of how in order to live down to his
father's ideal of companionship he had to dull his facul-
ties with small been As it in, Temple1** contemplated
defence of his friend against the aspersion of melancholy
in the Gentleman's magazine touches us more nearly
than his intended magnum of us on ** Modern Rome. *
He outlived his ** untoward f* wife by rather over three
years and died at Gluvias (where there is an un veracious
epitaph) on 13 August, 1796*

II

IT was, at the age of sixteen  or seventeen, that  is

to say, in 1756 or 1757* when they were students
together in Hunter's Greek class at Edinburgh Univer-
sity, that Boswell first allied himself with Temple.
He went on to Glasgow in 1757 to *"* uu^r Adam
Smith, while Temple went up to Cambridge. A year

* "Thou charactcmcr of Gray*1* Bo&well otlli him* Sec pages
177, 266.

t For a lint of that see ** Diet, Nat. Biog." and Cambridge
University Library